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Laddie Boy Comes to the White House
by Robin Spevacek

“Here, Laddie Boy,” the President calied. Warsen Harding bent down, and the wisy
Adredale tootted straight w his master,

There have beers many stories written about Presidents and their pets, bus the Sty
of President Warren (. Harding and his fuithfin] dog Laddie Boy is perhags one of the
best.

Given o My Harding by s old friend, the shaggy puppy meved into the Whits
Heouge and soon became & bouschold fivorite. He vas gende and fuy loving and
always willing to pluase. The President wok many long walks with his dog and proadiy
presented him with & Washington dog g printed with the words *Number One”

Every morning Laddic Boy delivered President fiardingﬂ newspaper to him, Sisce
his days a8 5 wewspaper edisor in Ohio, My, Harding took a keen interest in reading
the paper. He also Hied the game of golfl and ofter wok his dog with him. When e
President hit a bad shot, Laddie Boy would rush inte the trees o fnd the lost ball, Cmee
he found {5, e would seturn with dhe ball In By movth, tafl wagging. Laddie Boy loved
the game as such #s the President,

Because he was so special, Laddie Boy was givers his own hand-carved duir, which
fe sat B ot mportant White House meetings. Bren though the dog could not speak,
t was often. questioned by the Washington Swar newspaper that printed Bis “idess” on
everyihing from government to hours for working dogs. In May of 1921, Laddie Boy
was asked to fead the “Be Kind o Anfmals” parade held by the Humane Education
Bociety. The Society had a floas built just for Laddie Boy, and he rode on top of it,
Sitting very still with his head tiited to one side, 1he dog watched the peopie in the
crowd cheer and smile as be passed by

As Laddie Boy's farme sproed, his admirers sent Jim many gifs. They matled him
sveeaters, blankets, and toys. The gift ther was ratked about most, however, was a huge
fourdaver cake made up of dog biscuits and covered with whiite frosting. Such a grand
cake calied for a purty, and one way planned. Laddie Boy, the sther Whise House dogs,
and many dogs of Washingtor-area friends were ivited, The dogs ate their cake while
mews reporlers smapped pictures.

With all this attention, Laddic Bov was named the official prestdential pet. He was
treated like & king and even had hix own caregienr whe gave the dog daily balhs areh fdd
bz large bhowis of & special broth and dog biscuis,

The President’s pet was so beloved nattonwide that the Newsbows' Association asked
every newspaper defivery bov i the country to dorizte one penny ta a special fund.
The money they refsed would be used to build o stawue of Laddiz Boy, The status, when
fiished, was w be presested to M, Harding as 2 gift,

In all, minetesn thousand one hundred thirty-four pennies were eotlected and mebred
derwn. Laddie Boy's likeness, wade from the copper in the pennies, still stonds in the
Smithsonian bnstitution in Wishirgon, DLC,
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Summrize the actions that were taken fo create the statue of Laddie Boy. Use details from
the artiele to support your answer,

Shotue  Laddie Boy N WS Pae?
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In this part of the €est, vou are going to read an essay catied “Kare Lebver™ and a story cadled “Don’t
Bale BMe o i There!™ You will apswer gquestions and write about what you have read. Vou may loek

back 2t the essay and the story as often as vou lke.
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Comapiete the charr below by giving three images from the story that Kate has of
bersell as & diver

Kate imagines that she is , ..
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1In this section, you are geing te Bsten to a story catied “The caolest Bid in Class” Then you will answer

some questions about the story.

You will sten to the story twice. The first time you hear the story, Hsten cavefully but do not take notes.

As you listen fo the story the second time, you may want fo fake notes, You may use these notes ¢
angwer the questions that foliow.

The Coolest Kid in Class

by Metissa Knight

1 om the cookest kid in v cass, T abways bave been, 185 2 gift.

T net o showaff All tire kids Bke me. | just knos hovw o dress, what o ey, and how
rer way i Yo kipovw, pust cool.

So when D Gonzaler tobd me | needed glasses. | frenked.

“Classed? Naw, car'l do it They woukdn's lool right” [ declared.  looked in the misror
and srapathed dowa ney hain 1 had to squint a little o see myselfl though.

T, Gonzalex dida't look suyprised.

el Lank evern hetior with glasses,” he soid. " Besides, your eyes are tod important to
ignore. Remember (hose bendaches you've been getting? They should disappear ance yuu
stari wearing glasses. Your eyes wm;t Brave 1o work so hard”

[ Jooked #t Mo, She was wearing thal “don’t-mess-witdy-me-Ugg-wour-mother” ook,
“Let's go pick oot some frames” she saggested frinly. | aroaned. The frames { chose
fooked pretty good on me, but T sl dids't want anyone (o see e wear them,

Whest | get o school the mx'& marning, nobody suld anything sbout my new glasses,
1w probably becassse T wasn't wearing ther, | had stfTed them nto my backpack as
soon o3 Mom drogped me off. This s going to b a Freess, [ thonght as Twalked ito
Mg, odthamg's class.

Unfortenarehy, it wasn's,

“Hello, Sarm” Mrs, Holtkamp said as | dumped my books o my desk. "oy mom
catled last might to el me about vour new ghsses!
e

1 eesaled have died. AL the kids siopped waiking mnd lonked ot e T bad o act conl!
st smied andd walked o the pencil sharpeoet,

Fames fotlowed me,
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“fr's Tike this,” T said. *U'm a cool gery, vight? | have a certain look, If my look changes,
1 oai't be cool’”

PR

Tames looked at me as if Twere oragy. “Soem, vour're o cool guy because veu're friendly
You're nice o people. Wearing aor not wearing glasses has nothing o do with it.”

1 looked at him with hope. “You mean-—you think Dm still cool?”

“Well .. . your hair is ldnd of messed up today,” he said,

1 was horrified. 1 reached for my comb snd then stopped. Was James teasing me?

Fastead of reaching for my comd, T reached for my glasses and put thern on. § looked af
Turmes, Yes, there was a bwinlds in his eye,

“I guess the glasses dohelp me see better™ T sakd, "Mavbe T even b a better soceer
player now”

*T hope s0," he safd, laughing,

D ¥ say P the coolest kid in ey Cass? Well, Tam. Next to James, that 5.

httpr/iwww.pdesas.org/module/assessment/Questions/PrintAssessment.

Afier getting new glasses, Sam s ancomforishie at seheol, In the boves helow, write
T things that happen during the day that show Sam is uncomformble.
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Use the Reading Guide to help vou understand the passage.

Why does Monica smile?

Vhat can you infer about
Ebony’s character?

What generalization could

you make about Ebony’s
friendship with Monica?

£ s
+ey &F

Storming the Castle

Monica and Ebony ran toward the castle door. But as
Ebony reached it, she tripped and fell on her face.

“Cut!” Mr. Washington yelled. “Are you okay, Ebony?”

A couple of the other actors helped Ebony up.

“I'm okay,” Ebony replied, “Sorry, everyone.”

Monica smiled and wiped dust off Ebony’s costume.
“Wow, Ebony. I cant believe how clumsy you are,”

Ebony held back her tears and tried to pretend
everything was fine. ‘The students had been practicing
for their annual play for weeks. Every day after school,
they stayed late to make sure thar everything was perfect.

-~ 'This year, the play was about a witch trying to take over
* a medieval castle. The students wrote the script and even

designed the sets and costumes. Everyone learned something
new on this project.

Monica and Ebony had been friends since kindergarten.
They both tried out for the role of the princess. Ebony won
the leading role, even though Monica had taken more acting
classes. They had a fight after Ebony got the role, and then
they saw less of cach other. By this point, they had stopped
talking to each other outside of rehearsals.

Monica walked back to her place and waited for the
others to take their places. Ebony walked up and stood next
to Monica. They looked ar each other, as if to ask, “Are you
ready to get back to it?” Ebony began 10 cry. Monica put her
arms around Ebony as tears welled up in. crug}“reztf;o?i{g{;n,
tﬂeyboth Tesan sobbing
" 'The other students watched the two friends. The

rehearsal could wair a few minures,

|24 = Chapter 1. Reading Lterature
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Answer the following guestions.

1. Based on the passage, youcan . 3.
infer that

A. Monica is jealous of Ebony.
B. Monica is clumsy.

C. Ebony is jealous of Monica.
D

Ebony is not a good actress.

2. Ebony is PROBABLY

A. happy that she received the

leading role.
B. happy to be in the play.
C. looking for attention.

D. upset that she and Monica are
not getring along.

Which detail from the passage does :
NOT support the idea that Monica
and Ebony were getting along poorly?

A. Fbony trips and falls.

B. Monica does not help Ebony up.
C. Monica calls Ebony clumsy.

D. Monica and Ebony cry together.

Which sentence from the passage
supports the idea thart the play is
important to the students?

A. “A couple of the other actors
helped Ebony up.”

B. “Every day after school, they
stayed late to make sure thac
everything was perfect.”

C. “This year, the play was about
a witch trying to take over a
medieval castle.”

D. “The other students watched the

two friends.”

5. Do you think Monica and Ebony will be friends after the play is over? Which derails

in the passage support your inference?




